
Vendimia 2017

Vendimia 2017

UPDATE MAYO 2017 

2017 HARVEST REPORT

CASABLANCA

The 2017 season had very little winter rainfall, a total of 212 mm accumulated 
principally throughout June and July. Due to such scarcity, water was collected in the 
main reservoir throughout the winter in order to prepare for any needs during the 
growing season. 
 
There were seven spring frost events of medium intensity in early September that 
required our frost-control water system in addition to helicopter flights. Temperatures 
rose significantly near the end of spring, affecting several physiological events that 
would later have a substantial effect on yields. November registered record high 
temperatures, increasing the monthly average by two degrees.

From then through April, average 
temperatures were the highest ever 
recorded. This increased the plants’ 
metabolism and dramatically affected the 
flowering and fruit-set processes. Flower 
abscission rates increased considerably 
and generated bunches with fewer berries 
and lower weight, affecting the yield per 
plant and consequently the yield per 
hectare. 

During this same time, large-scale fires raged throughout the south central part of Chile. 
The situation was out of control for at least two weeks, catastrophically affecting the dry, 
coastal areas of the sixth and seventh regions. Much of the eighth region was also 
affected. 

Calicata Casablanca
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®tfabres Neyen Apalta 09

Casablanca

Marchigüe and Apalta developed similarly, except for spring frosts, which were practically nonexistent. Below is a 
summary of each property. 

Casablanca

Variedad
SB
ML
PN
SY

Inicio cosecha
13 Febrero

8 Marzo
16 Febrero
11 Marzo

Término cosecha
14 Marzo
31 Marzo
3 Marzo
3 Abril

Toneladas
492
305
119
62

977

Neyen

Variedad
CS
CA
ML
SY

Inicio cosecha
24 Marzo
22 Marzo

28 Febrero
17 Marzo

Término cosecha
25 Abril
11 Abril
1 Marzo
1 Abril

Toneladas
267
60
80
78

484

Marchigüe

Variedad
CS
CA
SY
PV
CF

Inicio cosecha
22 Marzo
10 Abril

17 Marzo
5 Abril
5 Abril

Término cosecha
6 Abril

18 Abril
29 Marzo
10 Abril
5 Abril

Toneladas
235
100
135
25
9

504

1.966

TOTAL

TOTAL

TOTAL

Marchigüe

The wines from Marchigüe and Apalta present very good concentration, with curiously moderate alcohol considering 
predictions based upon the season’s evolution. They also present an excellent balance between acidity and tannins. 
No green notes have been observed in the wines, which is an excellent reflection of the vintage’s characteristics, 
especially among Cabernet Sauvignon and Carménere. 

Harvest dates were also unusually early, reflected in the chart below:

Neyen

The following graphic is a summary of the season’s precipitation and temperatures. 
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More than 600,000 hectares total burned, mainly pine and eucalyptus plantations, but also important areas of native 
forest. Some grape growers were directly affected by the fires and others indirectly by the smoke. Fortunately, our 
vineyards are located in areas far from the fires and remained unharmed by this tragic event that will undoubtedly mark 
the season for many. 

The harvest began in mid-February, almost a month ahead of the 
previous year. In terms of quality, grapes were harvested with very 
good parameters, the sugar and acidity showing a surprising 
balance. This in addition to low yields (and in some cases too low, 
30-40 percent below estimations) resulted in remarkable aromatic 
intensity and flavor, producing wines with good balance and 
excellent concentration. 

The organic vineyards’ reaction to such important climatic events, 
such as persistent heat waves, demonstrates a trend that we have 
been observing to date. Sensitive plants’ responsiveness, their 
capacity to react and respond effectively to adverse climatic events, 
is very important. Our organic vines were able to cope with situations 
of hydric stress and heat in a much more complete and balanced 
manner when compared to conventional vineyards. There were no 
significant signs of dehydration nor burned bunches. 


